WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

FOURTH SESSION OF THE SEVENTEENTH PARLIAMENT :

The Purligment was prorvogued to the 30th July, 1942, on which day it met for the
despatch of business.

Parliament was opened by His Excellency the Licut.-Governor.

Qegisiative douncil,
Thursday, 30th July, 1942,

Opeping of Tarliament .

Proclamation 1
Lietut.-Governor's Opeulng Speeeh 1
‘Swearing-in of mewmbers 5
Bill: Evldenve Act Amendment. 1u 5
Lieut -Governor's Speech, dtstrlbuuon 5
Address-in-reply, first day . 5
Adjournment, special 8

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

The Legislative Council met at 3 p.m.
The PRESIDENT tock the Chair.

PROCLAMATION.

The Clerk of Parliaments (Mr. L. L,
Leake} read the proclamation of His Ex-
cellency the Lieut.-Governor summoning
the Fourth Session of the Seventeenth Par-
liament.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S OPENING
SPEECH.

His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor en-
tered the Conncil Chamber at 3.2 p.m., and,
members of the Legislative Assembly having
also attended in the Chamber obediently to
summons, His Excellency was pleased to
deliver the following Speeeh:—

Mr. President and Honourable Members of
the Legislative (ouncil—

My, Speaker and Members of the Legis-
lative Assembly—

Sinee last Session Parliament and the
State have suffered by the less of the Hon-
ourahle J. M. Macfarlane, a Member of the

Legislative Council for the Metropolitan-
Suburban Province, who rendered many
vears of faithful service to the people of
Western Australia.

The Session opens under the shadow of
the gravest danger that Australia has known.
This State, in common with other parts of
Australian territory, has been subjected to
direct enemy attack for the first time in
history., The British Commonwealth of
Nations, however, has suecessfully withstood
many heavy blows and is now daily growing
in strength and striking power. The prompt
assistanee rendered to Australia by the
Cnited States of America at a critical period
is a source of great encouragement and is
evidence of the bond existing between the
two peoples. We have every -confidence
that, with the aid of our great Allies and
fortificd by the justice of our canse, we will
emerge victorious.

In the meantime our hearts go out to
those who have already suffered the loss of
their loved ones or who are consumed by
constant anxiety for their safety. We trust
that they will he comforted and sustained
by the proud knowledge that, wherever Aus-
tralians have been called upon to fight, they
have upheld the highest traditions of their
Serviees and have maintained their great
reputation for valom, gaining many dis-
tinguished awards "in recogmtwn of their

-gallantry.

Under the threat of attack, our people
must derive inspiration from the magnifi-
cent example of the people of Great Britain,
who have borne themselves with splendid
courage, calmness and determination, and
have cheerfully submitted to the depriva-
tions which the situation has demanded.
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Women are playing an ever-increasing and
creditable part in releasing men from in-
dustry for the active spheres of warfare.

The time of Ministers is occupied almost
exclusively with matters associated with the
war. Constant ¢fforts have been dirvected
towards ensuring the provision of defence
measures urgently required for this State.
Frequent consultations have been held, and
continne to be held, by my Advisers with
Ministers of the Commonwealth Govern.
ment and with the Heads of Pighting Ser-
vices.

The fullest co-operation has been main-
tained with the Commonwealthk Government,
in order to make the maximnm resources of
the State available for war purposes. The
endeavours of Ministers in this connection
have earned a sincere expression of grati-
tude and appreciation from each of sue-
cessive Prime Ministers. State Departments,
without exception, have given priority to
urgent requirements of the Commonwealth
Government, and highly-placed administra-
tive and technical officers have been placed
at its disposal.

Members of Parliament have shown a
keen desire to assist in the war effort. Some
have enlisted in the Fighting Services, while
others have closely associated themselves
with various war aetivities. During the
periods when Parliament has been ad-
jonrned the Government has maintained ef-
fective co-operation with the Leaders of the
political parties.

With the entry of Japan into the war
a far more active policy was undertaken in
conneetion with Civil Defence. The Civil
Defence Counncil was reorganised and its
administration placed under direct Minis-
terial control. The closest co-operation has
been maintained with the Commonwealih
Department of Home Security, and measnres
have becn adopted to ensure the maximum
proiection for the lives and property of the
people.

To the end of the last financial year the
State had spent no less than £68,000 on civil
defence, and was committed to the expendi-
ture of a further £150,000.

The State owes a debt of gratitude to
members of the Civil Defenee Council and
the volunteer organisations for iheir untir-
ing work, much of which has been rendered
in an honorary eapaecity.

[COUNCIL.]

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legisiative
Assembly—

It is gratifying to record that a small sur-
plus has been achieved in the accounts of
the State for two years in succession. The
revenue for 1841-42 exceeded the expendi-
ture by £1,768, in spite of the fact that more
than £133,000 was ipewred on direct ex-
penditure arising out of the war. The sub-
stantial improvement in the finances sinee
the estimates were presented to Parliament
has released for the war effort an amount
of £200,000, which it had been anticipated
would be required to meet the deficit.

Only works of an esscntial nature or hav-
ing a defence value were undertaken and,
as o result, loan expenditure was ‘he low-
est for many vyears. The redemption of
debt by the National Debt Commissioners
on our behalf exceeded the amount bor-
rowed for the year, with the result that dur-
ing the year the public debt was reduced by
£126,000.

Mr. President and Honouyrable Memberys of
the Legislative Couneil.

My, Speaker and Members of the Legislative
Assembly—

The Commonwealth uniform taxalion
measures have a vital bearing uapon the
respective powers of the Commonwealth and
the States.  Doubt was expressed by the
legal advisers of the Government whether
the measures were constitnutional, and both
Houses of Parliament passed a motfion ex-
pressing strong opposition te them. The
(Government joined in the legal proceedings
instituted to determine the validity of the
legislation concerned, but the High Court
has dccided that the Aets were valid.

Constant attention is being given to all
possible avenues of inereasing sccondary in-
dustries. The production of munitions con-
tinues to cxpand. Many tasks allotfed te
Government and private workshops have
boen earried out in an eminently satisfactory
manner, and further substantial orders have
been received.

Transport difficulties associated with war
conditions have forced the State to rely on
its own resources for engineering supplies,
and many previously imported are now be.
ing manufactured within the State.

The capacity of the State to produce steel
castings has been increased and plans are
now in hand for the installation of addi-
tional production equipment. Additional
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supplies of raw materials will be needed for
this increased capacity. Initial steps have
been taken to establish a blast furnace to
produce charcoal pig ivon for that purpose
and also to produce steel billets for forg-
ngs.

A pilot plant fer rescarch work in econ-
neetion with wood distillation for the pro-
duction of chaveoal and by-products on a
large scale has been established,

Most of the equipment required for the
Lake Campion alunite deposits has been oh-
tained in Australia, but ecerfain small ¢s=en-
tinl ilems have to be imported. It is boped
that the production of potash will be com-
wenced by the end of the year, TF cevtain
tosts now heing earrvied ont are sueeessful,
it will be postible, af comparatively low
coxt; to produce aluming from alunite for
the manufasinrve of aluminiom in  large
quantities.

The Gold Mining Industry has been very
seviously affected by the withdrawal of men
for national purposes, and production has
heen dreastically veduced. Tt was apparent
that the poliey being enforeed hy the Com-
monwealth Government wonld  have  disas-
trous results, not only upon present aetivities
but upon the capacity ot the industry to
resume operations after the war and to play
the vital part required of it in post-war re-
construction.

A strong motion of protest was passed
by hoth Houses of Parliament. A repre-
sentative defegation, headed by the Premier,
proceeded to Canberra and  succerded in
having material alterations effected in tha
Commonwealth Government's propo=als. Tt
iw exftremely satisfactory that this great in-
dustry, which means so muach to Westorn
Australin, while contributing no less than
75 per eent of its total manpower to the
war coffort, will still be able to carry on,
and will he in a position immediately the
war is over to ahbsorh large numbers of wen
in remuncrafive employment. The Com-
monwealth (fovernment has provided the
sum of £100,800 {o enable the Stale to pre-
serve intact those mines which are foreed by
a shortage of labour to cease productlon,
but which are considered likely to he large
produecers when nermal aetivities are re-
stimed.

Constant attention is heing given to the
development of deposits of minerals likely
to be of value in the war effort and finaneial
assistanee has heen rendered where justified.

The Governmment Chemieal Laboratory has
undertaken speeial chemical and analytical
work in connection with war requirements.
A new laboratory, which is nearing com-
pletion will, with its modern plant and
Eacilitics, enable even greater assistance to
be given.

Seasonal conditions throughout the agri-
cultural and pastoral areas have been such
that, if times were normal, we would he
more enthusiastic about our prospeets gene-
raily than for many years. The severity of
the drought suffered by the pastoral in-
dusiry in recent years has so depleted flocks
that it will he a considerable time hefore the
full benefit of good seasons can he cnjoyed.

The transter of manpower (rom agrieul-
tove to the defence forees, the rednetion in
the gquantity of available fervtilisers, and the
vestrieted  imports of cortain  agricultural
seeds have made it diflicult for farmers to
maintain production for eivil and defenee
needs, and to meet overseas commitments
for foodstuffs.

These matters ave all reeeiving atiention
and to help meet the manpower diffieulty,
whicl is likely to he our greatest in a civil
sense, active steps are being taken to ascer-
tiin the extent {e whieh labour ean he re-
turned from the defence forces to primary
1roduction.

There is stitl a  heavy accumulation of
wheat stocks in Anstealia and the Common-
wealth Glovernment considered it necessary
to veduer wheat produetion in this State by
one-third, which will have a serions effect
npon the economy of the State. Last year's
average vield of 14 bushels per acve is the
highest ever recorded in Western Australia.

The flax industry, which was eommenced
in this State ns a war measure two years
ago, has continued to increase in impor.
tance. Tt is anticipated that the total value
of the treated straw during the coming year
will exceed £300,000.

The State Government is working with
the Commonwealth Government in an en.
deavour to meet the future uneevtainty re-
garding the disposal of some of onr agri-
eulturat produets:

Steps have been taken to huild np re-
serves of foodstuffs at steatepie points
throughout the State to be used by the civil
population in ease of emergeney.

All States have agreed to aceept and earry
out in detail deeisions of the Common-
wealth Manpower Authority, The Mon-
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power and National Service Office is direet-
ing this important aspeet of the war efforf.

Government employees are playing a pro-
minent part in the war effurt, and all
branches have a high percentage serving
with the Forces.

Enemy activity in the vicinity of our
northern coastline has materially affected
the lives of the people in the north-west
portion of the State. Prompt aetion taken
to evacnate the women and children from
the northern coastal towns spared them the
horrors of aerial warfare.

The disruption of normal shipping ser-
vices to the North has given rise to serious
problems, especially in connection with the
supply of foodstuffs. Appropriate action
has been taken to meet the needs of the
people. The manner in which the men and
women of the North-West have carried on
in spite of difficulties and danger is deserv-
ing of the highest commendation.

In anticipation of post-war needs, in-
vestipations are proceeding into irrigation
projeets in the northern parts of the
State. Results have already been achicved
in conncction with some erops under irrign-
tion in tropical conditions.

In addition to meeting the expanded
traffic eaused by war requirements, the
Railway Department is actively engaged on
direet war production. A great variety of
important equipment has been satisfactorily
wmanufactured. An up-to-date tool-room has
been construeted for the production of tools
and gauges, and the shell annexe is in opera-
tion. Arrangements ave in hand for fur-
ther additions to huildings and plant in eon-
nection with defence works.

The organisation of the Public Works,
Water Supply, and Main Roads Depart-
ments has heen made available to the Com.-
monwealth Government. Except for a
minimum of maintenance requirements al-
most all of the aetivities of these depart-
menfs have been diverted to defemce and
civil defence work. Progress on such under-
takings as the Stirling Dam has been sus-
pended in order to coneentrate all available
manpower and facilities on war require-
ments. Work on the Perth Hospital has
also ceased, but the building has been made
available to meet emergency cases in the
event of an air raid.

Among the major defence works success-
fully executed were some 452 miles of new
road construetion, being the State portion

of the East-West road, and the building of
landing grounds for defence airviaft

The State Engincering Warks have been
reorganised and re-equipped for war pro-
duction, ineluding murition projeeis and
shipping repairs.

The technical education facilities of the
Fdneation Department have been placed at
the disposal of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for the training of members of the
Serviees and other war workers. Altogether
over 1,200 trainees had either completed
their course or were in training at the end
of last year, and arrangements are in hand
for further extensions.

The danger of air attack has necessitated
the dispersal of children attending schools
in target areas. This was effected with a
minimum loss of efficiency. The bnildings
vacated have in some cases becn utilised by
the Army.

School children, through the State Schools
War Service Fund, have contributed most
liberally to many appeals for aid. Their
work includes the donation of an ambu-
lance and two mobile field dressing stations,
the manufacture of . large quantities of
woollen garments, the collection of waste
produets and the establishment of numerons
War Savings Certifieate groups.

The Lands and Surveys Department has
been extensively engaged on the preparation
of plans and maps for war purposes, the
great majority of the staff emploved under
the Surveyor General’s direction being en-
gaged exclusively, both in the field and in
the drafting room, on work of this nature.

This Department also made arrangements
for the reeeption of evacuees from Malaya,
the Duteh East Indies, and Darwin, as well
as those from our own northern areas.
Several thousand men, women, and children
arriving hy varions means of transport were
met and placed in temporary accommoda-
tion, while in some cases permanent accom-
modation had to be found. People in tem-
porary need were assisted and applications
for allowances were investigated. In earry-
ing out this arduous task under great diffi-
culties the Department was considerably
aided by voluntary organisations.

In additton to its other duties, the Forests
Trepartment is assisting in meeting the seri-
ous shortage of firewood in the Metropolitan
Ares caused by war conditions.

The Publie Trust Officc ereated under
legislation passed last session opened for
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business on the 1st July, 1942, and the in-
dications are that it will he well patronised.

Sinee the ontbreak of war, 314 patriotic
organisations have been registered by the
War Funds Council under the War Funds
Regnlation Aect, and these have raised ap-

proximately £700,000 for comforts and
benefits for the men and women in the
fichting forees. This is a remarkable

achievement and a monument to the pat-
riotic sentiment of the people of this State.

The Government takes great pride in this
State’s record of industrial peace and is
gravely concerned that this shounld bhe the
only State in Australia in which the work-
ers have been deprived of the cost of living
variations in the basie wage. My advisers
have been in communication with the Com-
monwealth Clovernment in an endeavour to
overcome this serious anomaly. In any
case, legislation to rectify the position per-
manently will be introduced at an early
date.

It is considered that at this time of great
stress prompt decisions in administrative
matters of urgencey are required rather than
& normal legislalive programme. It is,
thevefore, not intended to submit large num-
bers of Bills for your consideration, and
precedence will be given to measures con-
neeted with the war situnation.

I now declare this Session of Parliament
open and trust that Providence may bless
vour lahours.

His Excelleney then withdrew from the
Chamber.

[The President resumed the Chair,]

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

The PRESIDENT: I have reccived the
return of writs for the hy-eleetions for tha
North and Metropolitan-Suburban Provinces
and from the endorsements on the writs it
appenars that Cyril Richard Cornish was,
on the 13th June, 1942, returned for the
North Provinece and that Frank Ernest Gib-
son was, on the 11th July, 1942, returned
for the Metropolitan-Suburban Provinee. 1
am prepared to swear in the hon. members.

Hon. C. R. Cornish and Hon. F. E.
Gibson took and subseribed the oath and
sizned the roll.

BILL—EVIDENCE ACT AMENDMENT.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [3.353]: In
order to assert and maiatain the undoubted
rights and privileges of this House to

initiate legislation, I move, without notice,
for leave to introduee a Bill entitled "A
Bill for an Act to amend the Evidence Act,
1906.”

Leave given; Bill introduced and read a
first time.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S SPEECH,
DISTRIBUTION.

The PRESIDENT: For the sake of se-
curacy, I have obtained from His Excellency
the Licut.-Governor copies of the Speech that
he has been pleased to deliver to Parliament.
These will be distributed amongst members.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
First Day.

HON. T. MOORE (Central) [3.37]: I
move—

That the following address be presented to

His Excelleney the Lieut.-Governer, in reply
to the Speech he has been pleased to deliver
to Parliament:— ‘May it please Your Ex-
ecllency: We, the members of the Legislative
Council of the Parliament of the State of
Weatern Australia, in Parliament assembled,
beg to express our loyalty to our Most
Gracious Sovereign, and to thank Your Ex-
cellency for the Speech you have been pleased
to deliver to Parliament.’’
Before addressing myself to the subjects
with whicl the Speech deals, I desire to refer
fo the death of our late friend, Mr. Macfar-
lane, who served this country for many years,
and I am suve all members of the Chamber
will deeply regret his passing away. To the
new members, Mr. Gibson and Mr. Cornish,
T extend a cordial weleome. I have known
Mr. Cornish sinee he was quite a voung
fellow. In his youthful days he was a very
active citizen in respect of the things that
matter, and I am sure that he will make &
highly useful member of this House. We
know that My, Gibson has already been tried
and has proved himself.

Today it is difficult to begin a speech, since
we live In such strange circumstances. Never
before in our history have we been ealled
together with such a cloud over the State as
hangs over it today. For the first time in
our history, short though it be compared with
that of other nations, we have been attacked
hy a formidable foe. In the past, people
have told ms that the Japanese made only
flimsy artieles and were merely a race of
imitators.  Moreover, those erities led us
to helieve that the Japanese were not well
equipped. T hold, however, that the English-
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speaking world has in the past through
factories and workshops—and the same re-
mark applies to Germany—afforded the
Japanese opportunities to gather all that
there was to be known concerning implements
of war, to learn all that the British knew and
all that the Germans knew. Indeed, the
Japanese know a few things that neither
the British nor the Germans know. We
are up against & formidable foe.

In our peace-loving way, we had no idea
we were likely to be attacked, and wero
quite unprepaved. We lived in the belief
that so long as the British Navy ruled the
sea, we could not be assailed but, with the
passing of time, we have seen that the
British Navy does not rule the sea to the
extent that it did in days gone by. The
new air power has  proved formidalle
against shipping. 1%or vears, 1 have held
the belief that the time wonld come when
aeroplanes would match ships at sea. I have
heen assured by men whe  should  have
known hetter, men who are in a position to
know, that such seientilic acenracy has heen
achieved hy what are known as  ack-ack
guns—that is, the anti-gireraft guns—that
cnemy Pplanes would he kept so high that
no damage would he done to shipping. It
bas heen proved, however, that the British
Navy does not rule the waves o the extent
it did in the past, and mnow the
whole of our shores have to he guarded by
a small number of troops.

There i« to reassure us the knowledge that
we have a formidable ally in the LUnited
States of Awmecerica. At one time we were
led to believe that we had o “big brother”
in Amrrica. Now that we are in trouble,
that big brother has eertninly asserted him-
self and come to owr aid, T am pleased to
say, in a very hig way. Wilh the passing
of time, we have heen able to build up a line
of defence, and are now in a position to
resist the ageressors. To this ecountry have
returned seasencd troeps who have heen
oversea and whe know all the latesi tvieks
of war. That is a very great advantage, for
they will be able to impart their knowledge
to our military forees, and in that way we
shall be in a position to make an effective
stand if we are altacked, should the in-
vader attempt to set foot on our shores,
which I hone he never will. The mecting of
the Legislative Counecil seems a verv small
matter when we have before ns a hir pro
gramme of Aofence work with whicrh. of

course, we as a State have nothing to do,
and which has lo be handled by somebody
else,

On the other side of the world, Great
Britain itself is menaced, owing to the faect
that the German drive in Europe has
meant that people im Turopean countries
that have been dominated by Gerinany have
heen compelled, whether they liked it or not,
to produece munitions of wavr whieh ean bhe
used against the Allies. T was  concerned
when T read a week ago that a number of
people in Britain were agitating for a
second front. It was strange to me to find
lieralded to the world the faet that 60,000
people had met in London with a view to
forcing the fGovernment to open such
a front. We are indeed a  sirange
people, and 1 do not know why that in-
formation should have heen published. In
any of the countries opposed to us, such
information would have heen suppressed.
The information shounld never have been ve-
leased, and that it was released is most
alarming.  The broadeasting of {he news
gave food to gur enemies, and was likely to
lead them to say, “We have now got the
British people where we want them.” To
start a second front in Europe would be
a most diffiealt task, and I am surprised that
there has bhren a elamour for such a step.
All that is by the way.

There are one or two items in the Lieut.-
Governor's Speech  which are worthy of
particular mention. In dealing with them
T shall he brief because it is understood that
brevity is expected on the opening day of
a Parliamentary session. One achievement
for which the Government deserves evedit is
their being able to announee that during the
xear the publie debt has been reduced by
£126,000, Tn the time that T have been a
member of this Chamber there has always
heen a eritic—not always, hut frequently
Mr. Seddon—who has maintained that if
that result eounld bhe achieved, we would be
deing well. T hope that on tlis occasion ai
all events Mr. Sedden will give the Govern-
ment evedit for having done something that
he desired.

Hon. L. Craig: Which Government?

Ton, T. MOORE: Whatever Government
was in power.

Hon. L. Craig: I mean, the Federal or
State Government?

Hon. T. MOORE: I am referring to the
State Government. At no time sinee 1903—
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and in that period there have been sue-
cessive Governments—has there been suth
a notable achievement. The Government has
certainly locked after the finances of the
State, and in view of all the ecircumstances
its achievement is very fine. Referring to
the agricultural industry, the Speech men-
tions that the present has been a bounteous
season—and we could be enthusiastic about
it it things were different. The agricultural
industry, as I know i, is in a peeuliar posi-
tion. It is struggling under a tremendous
debt incurred in the very bad years and, as
a result of the acreage reduction, it will be
diflicult this year, even with a bounteous
harvest, for farmers to make ends mect, on
aecount of the debt to which I have referred.
At a time like this, when a further acreage
reduction has been foreed upon us because
we have not the fertilisers available to en-
able us to sow more wheat, the financial in-
stitutions whieh own the farins should be
prepared to meet the farmers. I hope that
something like that will be done. The farm-
ers are faced with the difficulty of finding
labour. All the young fellows have becn
taken away and only a few old-timers are
left on most of the farms, and the industry
is thus furltber hampered.

Farmers, as well as pastoralists, carry a
large number of sheep, and they are having
diffienlty in obtaining the services of shear-
ers. In a season like the present, wool must
be taken off as quickly as possible, because
we have in this State a fly which is causing
havoe amongst f{locks. The manpower
authoritics are endeavouring to have shear-
ers released. They are quite anxious that
the services of these men shall be made
available, but it is difficult to induce the
military authorities to see eye to eye with
the manpower officials, and there have
been hold-ups that I hope will not econfrent
ns in future. We need shearers for a limited
time, Numbers of men have heen in eamp
for a ‘considerable period and have learnt
most  of what it is possible to teach
them regarding present methods of war-
fare. A brief spell out of eamp,
during whieh they would engage in
the hard work of shearing, would not
reduce their capacity to carry on.

Hon, G. B. Wood: Is the Government
doing anything about it9

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes, the Government
is doing everything possible. With the
Federal member for Kalgoorlie, Mr. H. V.

Johnson, I have been in touch with the
manpower authorities and I know they are
placing no obstacle in the way. The difficulty
is to get to the head who is able to say,
“Yes, Bill Jones may leave tomorrow and
go shearing for two months.” In these days
of rapid transport it wonld be possible, in
an emergency, to get those men back to eamp
in the space of a few hours. I hope the
time has arrived when the military auth-
orities, whose attention I wish to attract,
will recognise the necessity for making
available the services of these men, Num-
bers of sheep are dying because shearers
are not available to shear them. The blow-
fly menace is serious, and is causing Jam-
age in a form that has been known in this
State for only a short space of time.

The pastoral industry is enjoying an ex-
cellent season. I went through the Mur-
chison areas recently and have not pre-
vipusly known a season to opem so pro-
misingly. I hope the Government will not
press for the payment of pastoral rents
until the pastoralists have succeeded in
establishing themselves once more. Though
they are having a bountiful season, we can-
not expect the payment of rents until they
have buile up their depleted flocks. This
will take some years; stock is not available,
except at high prices in the agricultural
areas, and the building-up process must
necessarily be slow. In the bad years the
Government was content to forego the pay-
ment of pastoral rents, and it is only rea-
sonable that the pastoralists be given an
opportunity to find their feet again,

The goldmining industry, unfortunately,
is still under a cloud. A wvaluable mine in
my district, Reedy’s, better known to the
public as the Triton, has recently heen
closed, but I am pleased to say that the
workings are being maintained in rcadiness
for the time when operalions may be re-
sumed. Endeavours have been made to pet
the Commonwealth autherities to face up
to the position so that the industry will not
suffer permanent injury in consequence of
mines ceasing production temporarily. I
fear that other mines will also have to be
closed, but so long as the wérkings are
maintained and the pumps kept going, they
will be in a position to resume operations
and thus be enabled to absorb men in the
industry when the war is over.

Mention is made in the Speech of the
unfavourable conditions under which indus-
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trial workers in this State have been oper-
ating since February last as compared with
workers in the other States. Our men have
not received an increase of pay on account
of the higher cost of living. Negotiations
have been proceeding between the State and
Commonwealth Goveruments. The State
Government has endeavoured to get the in-
crease; the workers are entitled to it, and
it i3 a tribute to their loyalty that in these
times of stress they have continued fo carry
on. For this they should receive credit. I
hope the legislation referred to in the
Speech will be brought down at an early
date so that the workers will be given what
they are entitled to receive. Undoubtedly
the cost of living has risen. Those who have
to purchase supplies know how the cost has
gone up, and the workers are certainly en-
titled to higher pay in order to meet the
inereased cost.

In conelusion I would sound one note.
The printing of “Hansard” and provision
for the Legislature entail considerable cost,
and if members make garrulous speeches
that nobody reads—some have been guilty
of talking for two hours—the time has
arrived when the House should alfer its
Standing Orders so as to place a time limit
on speeches As T wish to set a good example
in this respect, I shall conclude by sub-
mitting the motion.

THE HONORARY MINISTER: I form-
ally second the motion.

On motion by Hon. H. S. W. Parker, de-
bate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,
THE CHIEF SECRETARY: T move—

That the House at its rising adjourm #ill
215 p.n, on Tuesday the 4th Avguat.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.57 p.m.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The Legislative Assembiy met at 3 p.m.,
pursuant to proclamation, which was read
by the Clerk (Mr. F. G. Steere).

SUMMONS FROM THE LIEUT.-

GOVERNOR.
The Speaker and members, in response to
summons, proceeded fo the Legislative

Couneil Chamber and, having heard His
Excellency deliver the opening speech (vide
Council report amte), they returned to the
Assembly Chamber.

BILL—COLLIE RECREATION AND
PARE LANDS ACT AMENDMENT.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: In order
to assert and maintain the undoubted rights
and privileges of this House to initiate leg-
islation, I move, without notice, for leave
to introduce a Bill entitled “A Bill for an
Aet to divest certain land from the Collie
Recreation and Park Lands Board, to vest
certain land in the said board, to amend the
Collie Recreation and Park Lands Act, 1931-
1941, and lor other purposes incidental
thereto.”

Leave given; Bill introdueed and read a
first time.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S OPENING
SPEECH.

My, SPEAKER: Accompanied by hon.
members of this Chamber, I attended His
Escellency the Lient.-Governor in the Legis-
lative Couneil Chamber to hear the Speeczh
which His Excellency was pleased to deliver
to both Ilouses of Parliament. For the sake
of greater aecuracy, I have eaused copies of
the Speech to be distributed amongst mem-
hers of this Chamber.



